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Alumni Accomplishments

Fred Whelan  
Scores a Goal!

by AmEliA mAgUirE AnD DAniEllE Ellis

After being told by 
clients numerous times, 
“You should write a book,” 
University of Delaware 
alumnus Fred Whelan, class 
of 1972, did just that. If you 
were lucky enough to know 
the charming Whelan during 
your undergraduate days at 
UD, he could have helped you 
become more successful! But 
it’s not too late.

Whelan is now co-owner 
of the business Whelan Stone. 
Whelan and his partner, 
Gladys Stone, opened the 
business in 1999 to counsel 
executives on enhancing 
their leadership skills. They 
also specialize in job place-
ment for both businesses and 
job seekers.

After a successful decade 
in the business, Whelan and 
Stone pooled their knowledge 
and expertise to write the 
recent book, Goal! Your 30 
day Game Plan for Business 
and Career Success. GOAL! is a step-by-
step plan that you can follow to achieve 
anything you want.

Whelan and Stone have received 
a good deal of positive feedback from 
readers. Whelan attributes the book’s 
success to his advice on overcoming the 
major hurdles to achieving an important 
goal; namely, time, fear, and lack of 
persistence. “When people know how to 
deal with these obstacles, their goal can 
be reached,” said Whelan.

One success story that Whelan is 
especially proud of concerns a 22-year-
old woman from San Francisco. She was 
living at her parent’s house and working 
in telesales because she didn’t have 

enough money to move out, or a plan for 
a better job. By applying the lessons she 
learned in Goal!, this woman set aside 
enough money to move out and find 
a full time-position with a local radio 
station. “We love this story because it 

shows what people can do 
when they create a plan and 
stick to it!” said Whelan.

In addition to success 
stories, the book has received 
positive reviews. Conrado 
(Bobby) M. Gempesaw II, 
Dean and Professor of the 
Lerner College of Business and 
Economics writes that, “Goal! 
provides a fresh approach 
to determining and then 
accomplishing one’s business 
goals. It provides a series 
of exercises for those con-
templating a career change, 
including questions such as 
‘What do I enjoy doing and 
what am I good at?’ In order 
to survive in these uncertain 
economic times, a systematic 
approach to goal attainment as 
outlined in this book becomes 
increasingly important. Goal! 
provides good tips that focus 
on positive approaches, solu-
tions, and mindsets that chal-
lenge the reader to implement 
and follow an action plan that 

will ultimately enable one to realize his 
or her goals.”

Whelan attributes his success to 
UD as well. As an English major, he 
remembers the large number of reading 
and writing assignments. He felt that he 
could not afford to get behind because 
“Trying to play ‘catch up’ on a lot of 
reading or writing papers is not the way 
to deliver your best work.” According 
to Whelan, he “took that philosophy to 
heart in my business and made it a point 
to stay on top of whatever project I was 
working on.”

Whelan Stone plans to reach out to 
an even larger audience in the  near with 

Inside This Issue
Alumni Accomplishments • 1, 3–4

GreetinGs from the chAir • 2

spotliGht on the DepArtment • 6–7

spotliGht on the GrADuAte proGrAm • 8–9

DepArtment Accomplishments • 10

unDerGrADuAte reseArch • 10

Welcome neW fAculty • 11–12

DepArtment speAker series • 12

Alumni retrospective • 13

thAnk you, Donors • 14–15

speAkers series • 15

Fall 2009    •     Department of English Alumni Newsletter

–continued on page 8

Fred Whelan



2  •  Fall 2009 WriteNow!  •  University of Delaware Department of English

Message  
from the 

Chair

IAM vErY PLEASED to 
present you with a new 
edition of Write Now! This newslet-

ter is just one of the many ways that 
the Department of English would like 
to communicate with our alumni and 
engage you in the continuing work and 
life of our department. 

This issue features the writing, 
teaching, and service of our alumni, fac-
ulty, and current students. The range of 
endeavors is very broad, and that is fitting 
for a large and ambitious department like 
ours. I hope you enjoy this opportunity 
to read about all of the great work being 
done by the UD English community.

The 2009–2010 academic year is a 
transitional one for the Department of 
English. After serving for five years as 
department chair, Steve Bernhardt, has 
returned to the faculty. As the Andrew B. 
Kirkpatrick, Jr., Chair of Writing, he will 
continue to provide important leadership 
in writing both within our department 
and across the University, and he has 
also been tapped for important work 
as a member of the search committee 
for a new Dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences. We are grateful for Steve’s 
dedicated service to the department and 
his continuing work on behalf of English, 
the college, and the University.

As I begin my term as chair, I am 
very grateful to have the support of 
our talented staff and faculty directors. 
Professor Peter Feng is the new Associate 
Chair, and Professor Ed Larkin is the new 
Director of Graduate Studies. These are 
demanding jobs in a department of our 
size (roughly 50 full-time faculty and 
more than 800 undergraduate majors), 
and Peter and Ed are providing valuable 
leadership and energy to the undergradu-
ate and graduate programs, respectively. 
We are also fortunate to have Melissa 
Ianetta continue in her role as Director of 
Writing. Melissa oversees the University 
Writing Center and the first-year Writing 
Program, providing tremendous energy 
and innovation in both roles.

Our department is very pleased to 

welcome four new faculty mem-
bers this year. They are Siobhan 
Carroll (19th-century British 
literature), Christine Cucciare 
(rhetoric and composition), 
Dawn Fallik (journalism), and 
Jill Flynn (English Education),. 
And we have also welcomed two 

wonderful new staff members, Cheryl 
Blann and Donna West. Please take a 
moment to read profiles of all our new 
colleagues on p. 11.

We are sorry to say goodbye to some 
valuable colleagues and dear friends 
this year. Professor Tom Pauly just 
announced his retirement, effective at 
the end of the fall term, and our Senior 
Secretary, Debbie Fox, has moved on to 
a similar position in the Department of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry. We will 
miss them both. 

In spite of the recession, the 
Department of English has been 
fortunate to receive an authorization 
for two new hires, one in rhetoric and 
composition, and a senior-level hire in 
19th-century American Literature with a 
research emphasis on race and ethnicity. 
We are engaged in the searches now and 
look forward to welcoming two new 
faculty members to our Department 
next year.

We also look forward to welcoming 
you at upcoming English Department 
events. Our first Speakers Series event 
this year was a poetry reading by our 
own Jeanne Walker in September. We 
had a standing-room-only crowd in 
127 Memorial Hall, and we hope you 
will consider joining us for our future 
Speakers Series events on p. 12. And on 
November 12th, we hosted Shakespeare 
First: A Celebration of the Arts. This 
was a very special event that brought 
together students, faculty, and friends 
of English for a guest lecture by James 
Shapiro, the eminent Shakespeare 
scholar from Columbia University. The 
lecture was followed by a reception and 
then a concert of Shakespeare-related 
music by Lyric Fest, a Philadelphia-based 
chorale. This event was made possible by 
a generous gift from Kenneth reckford 
and Charlotte Orth, and I invite you to 
read more about it on p. 6.

You can find out more about the 
department and its activities through our 

newsletter and our events calendar, both 
at our Web site (http://www.english.
udel.edu). I hope that if you are on our 
campus anytime in the future you will 
stop by to see us in Memorial Hall. 

 
Matt Kinservik

Chair
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Alumni Accomplishments

Getting reluctant 
readers Hooked on 
Books: Tony varrato 

Wins Award for Young 
Adult Novels Fakie 

and Outrage
by morgAn PrEttymAn  
AnD mArisA DEshAiEs

Getting kids to read can be 
quite a chore for parents and 
teachers—especially if these 
middle school kids can’t find a 
book that piques their interest. 
Where can frustrated instruc-
tors and parents turn?

Tony varrato’s action-
packed young adult novels, 
Fakie and Outrage, are just the 
solution. Written just for kids 
who don’t like to read, these 
two books have gained a spot 
on the Young Adult Library 
Services Association (YALSA) 
Quick Picks 2009 list for 
reluctant readers. 

The only author who ap-
pears twice on the Quick Picks 
list, varrato certainly knows 
how to grab readers’ attention, 
even if they don’t like books. 
His trick is writing about what 
interests him. “If it doesn’t 
grab me, it’s not going to grab 
anybody else,” says varrato.

While YALSA chooses their 
Quick Picks hoping that kids who don’t 
like to read will pick up these books 
on their own, several middle schools 
are now using varrato’s books in their 
required summer reading programs. In 
France, teachers are even using Fakie 
to teach English as a Second Language 
because it’s short and moves quickly. 

finDinG the hook
As a high school English teacher, 

varrato knows his audience well. His 
sensitivity to his students’ interests fuels 
his books. varrato originally came up 
with Fakie when he saw his eighth grade 
students struggling to find something 
they wanted to read, particularly the 

young male skateboarders. 
He thought that reluctant readers 

would more readily pick up a book 
about characters like themselves. So, 
in Fakie, he captured his audience by 
writing about a skateboarder with rough 
edges who is a bit unsure of himself, 
unlike most boys’ novels that feature the 
confident football player.

 But just how did he construct this 
story and make it a winner? varrato is 
himself lively and engaging, qualities that 
no doubt are essential to attracting kids 
who think reading isn’t for them. But 
more important, to write Fakie, varrato 
learned from the best—the very skate-
boarding students he was writing for. 

varrato draws inspiration for his 
characters from his students. “There’s no 

one better to go to than the au-
dience you’re writing for,” says 
varrato. “I had to know how to 
do it [skateboarding] to be able 
to write a sentence about it,” he 
says. Teenagers are notorious for 
speaking their minds, so varrato 
knows when his characters ring 
true. And his unique charac-
ters break the mold of typical 
young adult novels. “I don’t 
have a lot of description [of the 
main character], so it can be 
anybody,” he says. “It’s about 
finding yourself.” 

from uD GrAD to  
publisheD Author 

varrato’s interest in both 
writing and teaching hearkens 
back to his days as an undergrad 
at the University of Delaware. 
Though he originally started on 
a different path, he graduated 
in 1988 with a degree in English 
Education. While an undergrad, 
he worked as an editor on The 
Review and discovered that 

teaching was his passion while working 
with others’ writing.

When varrato isn’t writing stories, 
he’s thinking about the next idea. 
Teaching keeps 
him busy, so he 
usually doesn’t 
find time to 
write until 
late at night. 
Balancing writ-
ing with teach-
ing and a family 
means grabbing 
whatever time 
he can get. 

folloWinG up Fakie
His next book, tentatively called 

One Last Scar, is about a home invasion. 
“It’s a little more intense than Outrage 
was,” says varrato. 

He also hopes to finish a book about 
modern day pirates. The idea came to 
him after he read about real pirates in 
Somalia. With a creative twist, he turns 
such current events into compelling fic-
tion for young adults who may just pick 
up a book and figure out that reading 
really isn’t so bad after all. 

Carol 
randolph:  

An End 
is also 
a New 

Beginning 
by KAtrinA 
mccUlloUgh  
AnD lAUrEl 
KAlmAn 

Not all life’s 
lessons are taught 
in the classroom. 
Carol randolph, 
class of 1973, B.A. 
in English and 
Theatre, founded 
New Beginnings 
at a time in her life 
when she needed 
to sort out who 
she was and what 
she stood for. In 
searching for the values and moral code 
by which she would lead her life, she dis-
covered that “an end is also a beginning.”

Six years after graduating from the 
University and getting married, randolph 
found herself facing a difficult and 
uncomfortable divorce. Seeking comfort 
and reassurance, she looked for discus-
sion groups in the Washington, D.C. area 
but found only those for single parents. 
randolph became friends with another 
women she worked with who was also 
going through a separation. “We went 
to a book discussion about coping with 
separation, and all I wanted to do was 
talk to the others in the room about their 
experiences,” randolph said. “It was an 
incredible feeling to be in the same room 
with others who understood what I was 
going through. As with any life crisis, 
only those who have been there really 
get it.” 

–continued on page 4

Tony Varrota

Carol Randolph



4  •  Fall 2009 WriteNow!  •  University of Delaware Department of English

So, randolph decided to take mat-
ters into her own hands and started a 
discussion group for divorced men and 
women with and without children. With 
the strength and determination learned 
at the University, randolph placed an ad 
in The Washingtonian, starting the first 
discussion group for New Beginnings on 
October 3, 1979. Nine people came to 
their first meeting, and an additional five 
people replied to the ad. The group’s slo-
gan is “an end is also a new beginning.” 

For randolph, starting a non-profit 
organization was a challenge. Before 
starting New Beginnings, randolph had 
experience working as an administrative 
assistant at a non-profit organization, 
but running one was an entirely new 
adventure for her. 

In 1992, randolph received the UD 
Presidential Citation for Outstanding 
Achievement. Since then, New 
Beginnings has grown to have chapters 
in Maryland, Washington, D.C., and 
virginia. They are the “oldest and only 
group in the metro area that deals strictly 
with separation/divorce and is open to 
people without children.” 

New Beginnings was featured in a 
television documentary on divorce in 
August 1981 and in 1990 was named the 
Self-Help Group of the Year by the Mental 
Health Association of Northern virginia. 

randolph gained more publicity 
when she was published in Chicken 
Soup for the Soul: Divorce and 
Recovery. When one of her members 
told her that Chicken Soup was doing 
a book on divorce, randolph knew she 
wanted to be a part of it and submitted 
two stories she had written for New 
Beginning’s newsletters. One of her 
stories was selected and published in the 
book that came out last fall. 

Currently, New Beginnings is 
launching a “Transition to the Future” 
campaign. The point of this campaign is 
to raise funds to keep New Beginnings 
alive after randolph’s eventual retire-
ment. “We will need an infusion of 
money to expand outreach, enhance 
our Web site, explore social networking 
opportunities and add staff,” randolph 
said about the campaign. 

“Transition to the Future” is working 
to raise money to ensure “a place for 
people in the throes of a life crisis like di-
vorce to meet, share the wisdom of their 
experience, and to see that it is possible 
to survive.” For more information about 
New Beginnings, visit www.newbegin-
ningsusa.org, and remember, “an end is 
also a new beginning.”

Collecting 
America’s Past

by thErEsA monAco AnD 
michAEl cAnE

“We live in an Ikea world,” 
says Jack O’Brien. “The furni-
ture is so heavy and expensive, 
but it’s not going to last.” 
O’Brien, who earned his M.A. 
in English at the University of 
Delaware in 1996, considers the 
story of antique furniture and 
decorative arts to be the “story 
of America.” Part of America’s 
history is revealed in the book, 
Harbor & Home: Furniture of 
Southeastern Massachusetts, 
1710–1850, which O’Brien 
helped research and write.

Harbor & Home examines 
the traditions and history 
of craftsmen and furniture-
makers of the southeastern 
Massachusetts area in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. “At that 
time, Boston, Newport, and 
New York had been established and codi-
fied,” says O’Brien. “But the region below 
Boston down to Newport had never been 
studied.”

O’Brien co-wrote an essay that 
focuses on six artisans of the region, 
like Lemuel Tobey, a cabinetmaker who 
temporarily dropped his tools to fight 
in the revolutionary War. Today, we can 
still admire Tobey’s woodwork and its 
historical significance. About our own 
culture, O’Brien notes that many people 
prefer a “newer, cleaner look” with mass-
produced furniture.

In addition to the essay, O’Brien 

contributed almost a quarter of the 
entries in the furniture catalogue, which 
displays many of the artisans’ work. Each 
catalogue entry consists of a beautifully 
detailed picture, the maker’s name (if 
known), the object’s name, and the area 
and date of origin.

O’Brien was invited to join the 
Harbor & Home project by Brock Jobe, 
professor of American decorative arts at 
Winterthur and graduate professor of ma-
terial culture studies at the University of 
Delaware. O’Brien first learned about the 
Winterthur Fellowship program through 
classmates in his graduate course, “Book 
Trade in the Age of Shakespeare.”

“It (Winterthur) was amazing—the 
house was filled with decorative arts, 

especially American furniture, 
which is what I really enjoyed,” 
he says. O’Brien never entered 
the Fellowship program, but 
he did meet many influential 
people including Jobe, who 
later invited him to help with 
the book. Published earlier this 
year, Harbor & Home is quickly 
becoming a much sought-after 
book by antique collectors. 
But O’Brien says many people 
can enjoy the book, especially 
those “interested in the period, 

the discovery, or the 
region.”

Earlier in May, the 
Winterthur Museum held 
an exhibition (by the 
same name) showcasing 
many of the rare pieces 
in Harbor & Home. 
O’Brien participated 
in the 2009 Sewell C. 
Biggs Furniture Forum, 
which also took place 
at Winterthur this past 
spring.

O’Brien developed 
many of his research skills while earning 
his M.A. in English at the University of 
Delaware. Under Professor George Miller, 
then chair of the English department, he 
helped research and transcribe letters 
written by a Delaware Civil War soldier 
named David Lilley.

O’Brien claims that his graduate 
research provided him with the tools 
and skills he now uses in researching 
antique furniture and decorative arts. “As 
I assisted Professor Miller, I was doing 
historical research, document research, 
and also genealogical research, which 
I’ve had to do many times working on 
Harbor & Home,” he says. “I would 

Alumni Accomplishments
continued from page 3

Jack O’Brien

“When one of her members 
told her that Chicken 
Soup was doing a book on 
divorce, Randolph knew she 
wanted to be a part of it and 
submitted two stories she had 
written for New Beginning’s 
newsletters. One of her stories 
was selected and published in 
the book that came out  
last fall. ” 



WriteNow!  •  University of Delaware Department of English Fall 2009  •  5

break down furniture and try to discover 
where it was made, how it was made, 
who might have made it, and where it 
came from.”

O’Brien has been fortunate enough 
to experience two different worlds of 
antiques in his career. While his earlier 
work helped him develop an eye for the 
“story” behind a piece, his current work 
helps him spot market value. As an assis-
tant researcher for Leigh Keno Auctions, 
O’Brien travels the northeast region in 
search of valuable antiques. Keno and 
his twin brother, Leslie, are well known 
for their appearances on PBS’ Antiques 
Roadshow, and many credit the brothers 
with placing antiques in the limelight. 
O’Brien is currently helping Keno with 
a new auction house, due to open May 
2010 in New York City.

The New Bedford Whaling Museum 
has also asked O’Brien to help organize 
a show about New Bedford furniture in 
the 18th century. This period of furni-
turemaking in the New Bedford area is 
relatively unknown, but produced some 
of the most sophisticated furniture in 
American culture.

When asked what advice he had for 
students, O’Brien was quick to discuss 
the importance of internships and their 
role in helping students enter their de-
sired field. In fact, he attributes much of 
his success to the experience he gained 
from his research work as an intern for 
Northeast Auctions. He, of course, can-
not forget his experience as an English 
graduate student at the University of 
Delaware.

Though he does not claim to be a 
great writer, O’Brien has helped history 
come alive through his extraordinary 
research in American material culture. 
His interest in history has taken him 
far beyond literature (and his home in 
Massachusetts). “I love what I do and I 
get to do it every day,” O’Brien says. “I 
learn every day.”

books, bArks, AnD bloGs 

Kathryn Miles’ 
New Book, 

Adventures 
with Ari, Looks 

at the World 
through a Canine 
Naturalist’s Eyes

by Kristin ZinsmEistEr AnD  
AlEKsAnDrA slijEPcEvic

When writing a book, most 
authors spend hours research-
ing a topic and organizing 
the plot. When Kathryn Miles 
wrote her book, however, 
her furry, four-legged friend 
Ari created the storyline and 
conducted the research for her. 
Ari, a husky-jundo mix, is a 
canine naturalist, a dog “tuned-
in to the natural world.” Miles, 
who coined the term “canine 
naturalist,” found inspiration in observ-
ing Ari’s exploration of the outdoors. 

“I became more observant while 
outside because of Ari’s sense of the 
outdoors. For instance, I watched her 
have conversations with chipmunks. She 
has a very sophisticated means of making 
sense of the world.” 

Miles began journaling about her 
experiences with Ari, and these private 
journal entries soon developed into 
the basis for 
her newly 
released book, 
Adventures 
with Ari. Using 
a memoir 
format, Miles, 
a University of 
Delaware alum, 
wrote about 
the journey 
that she and 
Ari shared side 
by side while 
living in a rural 
Maine town. An excerpt from the book 
was featured in Best American Essays; 
it also received good reviews from Bark 
Magazine, as well as from her dog-loving 
comrades. 

Miles’ friends and family were ex-
cited, but not surprised, about the book’s 
release. They recognize that Miles, an 
environmental writing professor at Unity 

College and former journalist, 
knows how to produce a well-
written document that caters 
to its audience. Her mother was 
especially supportive while 
Miles promoted the book; “She 
always made sure that everyone 
had a copy,” Miles added. 

Before the book was 
released, Miles publicized it 
by creating her own blog site, 
Adventures with Ari: Life as a 
Canine Naturalist and by visit-
ing other dog blogging sites, 
such as Dogster, Puppy Wars, 
and Dogs and Blogs to promote 
it. She also spoke several times 
on national radio programs and 
made television appearances. 

Miles combined this public-
ity work with her behind-the-
scenes responsibilities, which 
included writing, rewriting, 
and revising. Although her 
agent helped with the edits, 
Miles confessed that “rewrit-

ing and revising were my least favorite 
parts of the entire process.” Miles’ agent 
had been a senior editor with Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt, so the edits were 
thorough, but Miles described her as “the 
best.” It was all worth it when the book 
gained success and Ari, the star of the 
book, gained fame.

Miles followed up the book’s release 
with a promotional tour in which she 
and Ari met their readers and signed 

autographs--
Miles used a 
pen and Ari 
used a paw. 
Inspired by 
the book, 
many fans 
told her sto-
ries of their 
own prized 
pooches, “the 
most gratify-
ing part of 
the entire 
book-writing 
experience,” 

Miles said. “I really had a sense of con-
nection with my readers.” 

Miles plans to continue her writing 
career with a book about an Irish famine 
ship. As for Ari, she too plans to continue 
her research of the natural world from a 
canine naturalist perspective. 

Kathryn Miles

“While his earlier work 
helped him develop an eye for 
the “story” behind a piece, his 
current work helps him spot 
market value. As an assistant 
researcher for Leigh Keno 
Auctions, O’Brien travels the 
northeast region in search of 
valuable antiques.” 

Miles, a University of Delaware 
alum, wrote about the journey that 
she and Ari shared side by side 
while living in a rural Maine town. 
An excerpt from the book was 
featured in Best American Essays; 
it also received good reviews from 
Bark Magazine, as well as from her 
dog-loving comrades. 
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Spotlight on the 
Department

The CharloTTe orTh 
ShakeSpeare Fund
by Allyson hEislEr

renaissance playwright William 
Shakespeare is perhaps best known for 
his play romeo and Juliet, which tells the 
story of two young lovers who fall prey 
to fate. University of Delaware alumna 
Charlotte Orth and her husband Kenneth 
reckford share a love for renaissance 
literature, without Shakespeare’s tragic 
ending. As a gift to his wife, Professor 
Kenneth reckford, University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill, has made a 
generous donation to the University. The 
contribution will establish an endowment 
fund in his wife’s name that will allow 
the English department to hold a large 
event in honor of William Shakespeare’s 
noble works. 

“Shakespeare First: A Celebration of 
the Arts” will take place on November 12 
at the Louise and David roselle Center 
for the Arts in the Gore recital Hall. 
This event is the inaugural kickoff for 
the Shakespeare Festival. According to 
English Professor Kristen Poole, orga-
nizer of the event, this celebration will 
hopefully become a tradition that will 
take place once every three years. 

“Kenneth reckford loves his 
wife and the arts, which is why he 
made such a generous donation to the 
University,” Poole says. “Charlotte Orth 
was an English and History major at the 
University and they both enjoy reading 
renaissance literature together. The 
gift has been named in her honor, the 
Charlotte Orth Shakespeare Fund.” 

The event features a lecture by 
James Shapiro, Professor of English and 
Comparative Literature at Columbia 
University, entitled “When Shakespeare 
Turned Autobiographical.” He has 
published in several periodicals, includ-
ing The New York Times Book review. 
Shapiro recently published A Year in the 
Life of William Shakespeare: 1599, for 
which he won the 2006 Samuel Johnson 
Prize and the 2006 Theatre Book Prize. 
Professor James Shapiro will also pres-
ent a workshop on the publication of 
Shakespeare’s works that afternoon in 
Memorial Hall.

Following Professor Shapiro’s 
lecture, a reception will be held in the 
Center for the Arts with wine and food. 
Guests will be entertained by student 
groups, including E-52 Student Theater 
Group, improv comedy troupe the 
rubber Chickens, the English Honor 
Society Sigma Tau Delta, and creative 
writing group Write Out Loud. There will 
also be a Shakespeare look-alike contest 
for faculty members and a bad sonnet 
contest sponsored by Write Out Loud. 

The feature entertainment for the 
evening will be the Philadelphia profes-
sional musical group LyricFest perform-
ing “Shakespeare--A Biography in Music.” 
The performance recreates in song 
Shakespeare’s life and works as a timeless 
thread that winds through 400 years of 
music history. 

The event is free to everyone, and 
“alumni, members of the community, 
students, and faculty are welcome to at-
tend,” says Kristen Poole. Charlotte Orth 
and Kenneth reckford will also attend 
the lecture and the entertainment, as 
well as James Shapiro’s workshop. 

“This was a gift to his wife that also 
generates public interest,” Poole says. 
“The Shakespeare Festival will involve 
the community, students, faculty, and 
alumni—it is not just for drama people.”

IndIa TellS a STory
by KAtiE gAlgAno AnD KAtiE Wilson

Doctor Gitu Barua changed the 
meaning of study abroad for eleven 
university students. Barua, who received 
her graduate degree from the University 
of Delaware and has been teaching at the 
university since 1996, conducted her first 
study abroad trip to India last winter. 
The program is centered in the country’s 
capital city, New Delhi, where many 
American businesses are headquartered 
and many colleges and universities are 
located.

The courses offered through the 
program are “Women Writers” and 
“Written Communications in Business.” 
Professor Barua thought Women 
Writers would work nicely with Written 
Communication in Business since an 
increasing number of women hold 
high positions in both government and 
business. During the course of the trip, 
the students took a ten-day excursion 
to Darjeeling, where they analyzed the 
images of Tibetan women as mothers, 
daughters, and goddesses. They focused 
on the way these images are represented 
in society and culture. From Darjeeling 
they flew to Assam, where they met 
and interviewed a famous female Indian 
author.  

The Written Communications in 

(Far left) Prof. Gitu Barua and students 
at the Red Fort in Old Delhi.

Kenneth Reckford and Charlotte Orth 
with speaker James Shapiro
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Business course is also an appropriate 
choice because many major U.S. corpora-
tion are outsourcing work to India. The 
students visited the Macy’s headquarters 
and watched video conferencing as it is 
done with distant locations such as New 
York. They also visited the largest Indian 
oil company and spoke with a journalist 
who became head of its communications 
department. 

The course is designed to prepare 
students for writing memos, proposals, 
grants, and other professional docu-
ments. In addition, many of the classes 
often have some sort of service learning 
component. “It would be great to have 
a course like this taking place in India be-
cause the course also has a huge culture 
unit,” says Barua. She knew of a great 
organization, Katha, that the students 
could work with on a service project.

 Katha, in Hindi, literally means 
narrative. The organization’s mission is 
to bring students back into schools by 
attracting them to the learning process 
with story telling. “Katha is designed to 
get students into classrooms and wean 
them back into studying by story telling, 
writing, and illustrating.” Katha, founded 
twenty-one years ago, began with seven 
students in a van that drove around 
attracting children to come and listen to 
stories. Today, it has grown to include 
over 70,000 students in sixteen locations 
throughout New Delhi.

A municipal education in India is 
free; however, many parents cannot af-
ford to keep their children in school and 
students often drop out around age eight 
or nine. “There is a kind of Slumdog 
Millionaire effect,” said Barua. “You can’t 

tell a student to go to school if they can’t 
eat.” In collaboration with local centers, 
programs have been created to help 
mothers earn enough money to sustain 
their families without sending their 
children into the workforce. “research 
shows that if parents have money, they 
will give it to their children,” Barua 
explained. The centers have brought in 
chefs to show women how to package 
goods and snacks that they can sell for 
extra income. They teach women how to 
use the skills they already have to make it 
possible for them to send their children 
back into classrooms. Now, Katha offers 
programs for women in addition to those 
for children. 

Delaware students, in conjunction 
with Katha, participated in activities 
involving music, reading, writing, and 
arts and crafts. Four students who took 
a special interest in the service-learning 
project. brought their experience from 
India back to Delaware and began a 
service group on campus called “Global 
Academic Partnership.” Members of the 
group are working with CIS to create a 
class that teaches students to use laptop 
computers as part of the global program, 
One Laptop per Child. Other members 
are working on women’s issues and 
micro financing by writing small grants 
for government research.

As a result of the success of last 
year’s study abroad trip, Professor Barua 
will take twelve students to India this 
winter. With appropriate funding, the 
Global Academic Partnership hopes to 
accompany Barua and her students to 
continue working with Katha.

Monsters in 
Memorial: 
Professor 

robinson’s 
New Edition of 

Frankenstein
lAUrA blAgys AnD  
rEbEccA KAsmAn 

With papers scattered 
over what appears to be 
a desk, book-lined walls, 
overstuffed file cabinets, 
and boxes piled high to the 
ceiling, you could say that 
Professor Charles robinson 
has created his own labora-
tory reminiscent of victor 
Frankenstein’s. robinson is 
not creating monstrous hu-
man forms on the third floor 
of Memorial Hall, but rather 
is bringing to life the voice 
of Frankenstein’s author, Mary Shelley. 

robinson’s first hardbound edition 
of The Original Frankenstein was pub-
lished in October 2008 by the Bodleian 
Library at Oxford University, and this 
September was followed by a vintage 
paperback version published by random 
House. Divided into two different 
texts, the first is the draft with Percy’s 
4,500–5,000 word changes portrayed in 
italics. The second text, marked in the 
book by distinctive gray pages, removes 
Percy’s thoughts and is strictly what 
“Mary brought to the table, before Percy 
got his hands on it,” robinson said. 
“Separating Percy’s altered version from 
Mary’s original version for the first time 
ever, I’m comparing this and saying ‘Oh 
my God, there’s two different voices.’ 
And I think that’s a valuable contribution 
to make. And if there is such a thing as 
gendered language, we see it in here.” No 
one has attempted to divide the voices 
of Mary and Percy before, and robinson 
insists, “reading it every time, I learn 
new things.”

Beginning his career at the 
University of Delaware in 1965, robinson 
taught Shelley’s Frankenstein because 
the novel lends itself to discussion of 
such themes as the function of a frame 
tale and doppelganger, the Prometheus 
myth, the story of Adam and Eve, and 
the Aristophanes myth of the circle. “I 
think this is an accessible novel, to the 
extent that everyone knows it through 
Franken Berry, Halloween, and Young 

Charles Robinson

–continued on page X

Student Nicola Brooks with a weaver in a Mising village near Kaziranga Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Assams. Lauren House and Ned Redmond with one of the many  

ascetics at the Kamakshya Temple
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Spotlight on the 
Graduate Program

aprIl pelT: FaShIonIng
FemInISm aT ud

by AlExA 
KrZyZAnoWsKi  
AnD KAty KEAting

April Pelt, a 
graduate student 
pursuing her 
Ph.D. in English 
at the University 
of Delaware, is 
a woman on a 
mission. Pelt is 
the winner of 
two prestigious 
awards, the 

rebecca West Graduate Conference Prize 
and the Fellowship for International 
research, Internships, and Performances 
at the University of Delaware. Using 
these grants, Pelt has explored feminist 
issues in literature by traveling to 
England to research topics from exploita-
tion in Jane Eyre to reproductive rights 
in Ulysses.

Pelt has long had an affinity for 
women writers, but when her disserta-
tion director, Margaret Stetz, suggested 
she research rebecca West, Pelt was in-
spired. Pelt describes West as an “ardent 
feminist,” albeit one who is not well-
known today. For her article, “Fashioning 
a Feminist Icon: Adapting rebecca West’s 
Life for the Stage,” Pelt examined two 
stage productions of West’s life, focusing 
on how these productions framed West 
as a feminist icon.

Pelt received the rebecca West 
Graduate Conference Prize for this paper, 
which she presented at the 4th biennial 
conference of the International rebecca 
West Society in London this September. 
The conference gave Pelt the chance to 
meet other West scholars, whom she says 
are a “very tight-knit community.” But 
the conference was not Pelt’s last stint in 
England. She used her fellowship grant 
to travel there to conduct research for 
two articles, “Fabricating Englishness 
in Jane Eyre” and “Advertising Agency: 
Print Culture and Female Sexuality in 
Nausicca.”

For “Fabricating Englishness,” 
Pelt explored Charlotte Bronte’s use of 
fabrics—particularly cotton and wool—
to represent Englishness in Jane Eyre. 
This symbolism is problematic, argues 
Pelt, because “all the raw materials for 
these textiles came from other coun-
tries—India, and America, which at the 
time was still relying on slave labor to 
produce cotton.” Pelt visited London’s 
Bronte Parsonage Museum, where she 
conducted archival research to explore 
the contradiction between Jane Eyre as 
a character who symbolizes freedom but 
who “wears garments that are produced 
with exploitative processes that Jane 
herself rebels against.”

Pelt also conducted research for 
“Advertising Agency” at the Wellcome 
Institute’s extensive medical library. 
In this article, she reexamines Gerty 
MacDowell, a character in James Joyce’s 
Ulysses. Intrigued by the mention of a 
product called “Widow Welch’s Female 
Pills” in the “Nausicaa” chapter of 
Ulysses, she decided to find out more. 
The Wellcome Institute contained the ar-
chives of the company that produced the 
pills, including the original packaging. 
But what she discovered was surprising: 
the pills were actually an over-the-
counter abortifacient. “I was so excited,” 
says Pelt, “because this bit of information 
has the potential to completely change 
the way people think about Gerty 
MacDowell.”

About “Advertising Agency,” Pelt 
explains, “I suggest that rather than be-
ing an empty shell of capitalist ideology, 
Gerty is actually a skillful manipulator 
of the discourses of turn-of-the-century 
advertisements, and that the vague 
language of these advertisements allows 
her the agency to take control of her own 
sexuality and reproductive health.” The 
article has just been accepted for publica-
tion by James Joyce Quarterly. 

April Pelt’s extensive research on 
women shows no signs of slowing down. 
Her doctoral dissertation, on which 
she is currently working, will expand 
upon the topic of her rebecca West 
article. Tentatively titled, “Fashioning 
Feminist Icons: Interwar Women Writers 
and the Cultural Work of Adaptation,” 
her dissertation will examine various 
adaptations of the lives of women 
writers, including West, virginia Woolf, 
Zora Neale Hurston, and Dorothy Parker, 
in films, comics, novels, and plays, and 
look at how these adaptations fashion the 
writers as feminists. 

ShakeSpeare, naTure, 
and BookS Come To lIFe 
In WInnIng dISSerTaTIon 
propoSal
by AshlEy hill 
AnD stAci 
WilliAms

Living 
in the 
Adirondacks 
of upstate 
New York as 
a child can 
be either 
very bor-
ing or very 
appealing. 
Surrounded by nature, a child can either 
explore the scenic terrain or sit inside 
wishing he lived somewhere more excit-
ing. Joshua Calhoun, now completing 
his Ph.D., developed a love for nature 
early in his life, as well as his love for 
literature. Calhoun was introduced to 
Shakespeare by his parents and has loved 
renaissance literature ever since. 

Calhoun combines nature and 
renaissance literature in his disserta-
tion which he describes as tracing “the 
rhetorical value of flora and fauna in the 
production of sixteenth- and seven-
teenth-century English texts.” It’s about 
“the way renaissance readers interacted 
with natural resources used to make its 
texts,” Calhoun continues. 

As a result of his creative ap-
proach, Calhoun has been awarded the 
Completion Fellowship from the Mellon 
Foundation and the American Council of 
Learned Studies (ACLS). The fellowship, 
available to all graduate students in the 
humanities and social sciences, supports 
students completing their dissertations. 
With this funding, Calhoun can concen-
trate entirely on his work. The proposal 
and application process, however, wasn’t 
easy. It took him approximately one 
month to complete and he had to include 
an overview of the significance of his re-
search, an explanation of how he would 
use the funding, and a chapter from his 
dissertation. 

 In the summer of 2008, while 
participating in the University’s Center 
for Material Culture Studies Summer 
Institute, Calhoun began to articulate 
his project for a broader audience. 
While participating in the workshop, 
he wondered how he would explain his 
work to children. “It’s pretty boring,” 
he said. So, he developed a papermak-
ing and writing workshop, a two-week 

April Pelt

Joshua Calhoun
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program in which children make their 
own paper using an old piece of material, 
such as a shirt. They then use the paper 
to write thoughts, ideas, feelings. This 
process of making paper and then using 
it to write is what the renaissance did. 
By creating this workshop for children, 
Calhoun brought this process into the 
21st century. 

As Calhoun explained, “We do not 
know where our materials come from 
today. We just know that our Bic pen 
was made in some factory so that we 
can write. But the people during the 
renaissance knew exactly where all their 
materials came from.” 

This creativity was one of the 
unique qualities the Mellon Foundation 
was looking for in its search for the right 
applicant. With the help of the fellow-
ship, Calhoun hopes to finish his disser-
tation by summer. Once he finishes, he 
plans to pursue his love of teaching at a 
university, hopefully one close to nature 
in an area with hiking trails. 

Currently, Calhoun is living in up-
state New York with his wife and child. 
When he finishes, he hopes to publish 
the dissertation as a book “that more 
than five people will read,” he jokingly 
added.

The lore oF TeaChIng  
englISh: alumnI edIT 
SprIng edITIon oF lore
by clAirE goUlD AnD bryAn gorDon

“On a typical morning at the 
University of Delaware, one can walk 
into the graduate student offices and hear 
the TAs discussing—and often complain-
ing about—the courses they teach.”
So begins the introduction to the Spring 
2009 edition of LOrE, an e-journal for 
teachers of writing. It is designed as a 
place for adjunct professors and graduate 
students who teach to air their grievanc-
es as well as share tips and tricks for the 
English classroom. The e-journal is run 
by Bedford/St.Martin’s, but this particu-

lar issue was edited by two of UD’s own: 
Colleen Foley and Kate Huber.

Foley is a Ph.D. candidate at UD, 
where she has been teaching composi-
tion for four years. She said she was 
asked to edit and compile the journal by 
Melissa Ianetta, who is now Director of 
the Writing Center. What began as a way 
to improve her resume became a way she 
could help other TAs, something she was 
excited about.

“My UD experience helped me with 
LOrE because grading so many student 
papers gave me an idea of what might 
help other TAs while teaching comp or 
lit courses,” Foley said. 

Foley asked some of her friends if 
they would like to help with the project, 
and that is how Huber came aboard. The 
two met when Foley was assigned to be 
Huber’s student mentor when Huber was 
considering UD for her Master’s degree. 
Huber has a B.A. in English from Penn 
State and is currently pursuing her Ph.D. 
in 19th century American literature and 
translation at Temple. 

“At first I volunteered because I 
have copyediting experience, think-
ing I would help in that capacity, but 
it developed into a 
co-editorship,” Huber 
said. “I really enjoyed 
reading the different 
perspectives the 
contributors brought 
to the subject.”

In their introduc-
tion, Foley and Huber 
describe their pur-
pose: “…despite the 
economic hardships 
facing universities, 
it is vital to continue 
the literature/com-
position conversation in order to ensure 
not only that we are assigning teaching 
responsibilities effectively and providing 
the best graduate training possible, but 
also that we are teaching our under-
graduates how to write to the best of our 
abilities.” They said they tried to include 
diverse perspectives and approaches 
to the subject, including theoretical 
investigation, personal experience, and 
case-study research.

This issue of LOrE is the first to be 
compiled in several years, although the 
blog it is part of, “Bits: Ideas for Teaching 
Composition,” is updated regularly. The 
blog describes the idea of “lore” as the 
stories we hear from our peers that give 
us advice or perspective on our cir-

cumstances. With this in mind, LOrE is 
designed to make this “situated knowl-
edge” more accepted in the academic 
community. 

The spring 2009 issue focuses 
on the intersection of literature and 
composition classes at universities and 
the conflict that often arises from that 
intersection. The articles contained in it 
have titles like “Considering the Comp/
Lit Divide: Contention, Context, and 
Cooperation” and “A Novel Underlife: 
Faculty Aims, Student Perceptions, 
and the Marketplace of Literature in 
Composition.” They are written by 
authors from universities all over the 
country, from Miami to Mississippi to 
California.

Huber and Foley worked on this 
issue of LOrE for almost a year. First, 
they determined a rough timeline for the 
project, and then they drafted and sent 
out a call for papers on the issue’s topic. 
After a few months, they received the 
initial round of articles and proposals 
and decided which ones they would ac-
cept for the journal. When they received 
complete articles from the accepted 
writers, they edited them in two steps: 

first making organi-
zational and content 
suggestions, then 
editing the revised 
versions for style, 
grammar and format. 
Finally, they deter-
mined the organiza-
tion of the issue and 
wrote their introduc-
tory essays. Bedford 
and St. Martin’s 
then received the 
complete package 
and published the 
e-journal online.

Foley said reading all the articles for 
compilation in the journal has improved 
her teaching style. “It’s exposed me to 
ideas about how to teach and it’s made 
me more conscious about what to do and 
what not to do in the classroom,” she 
said.

LOrE’s spring 2009 edition can be 
found at http://blogs.bedfordstmartins.
com/bits/lore/spring-2009.

As Calhoun explained, “We do 
not know where our materials 
come from today. We just 
know that our Bic pen was 
made in some factory so that 
we can write. But the people 
during the Renaissance 
knew exactly where all their 
materials came from.” 

 The blog describes the idea 
of “lore” as the stories we 
hear from our peers that give 
us advice or perspective on 
our circumstances. With this 
in mind, LORE is designed 
to make this “situated 
knowledge” more accepted in 
the academic community. 
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Graduate Programs
Current & Alumni 

Awards, Publications, 
& Job Placements

AWArDs for 2009

Josh Calhoun received a University 
Dissertation Fellows Award for the 2009-
10 academic year. The award, which was 
established by the Office of the provost 
to enable and support Ph.D. students to 
devote full attention to the completion of 
their doctoral dissertations, is competi-
tive and based on academic achievement; 
the need to devote full-time effort to 
dissertation writing; and the likelihood of 
completion of the dissertation within one 
academic year.

Alison Klaum re-
ceived a William reese 
Company Fellowship to 
the Library Company 
of Philadelphia to work 
on her dissertation, 
“Pressing Flowers: 
remembrance, Identity 
and Floral Culture in 
Late 18th and Early 
19th Century America.” 
She was also invited to 
participate in the Early 
American Literature 
and Materials Texts 
Initiative Workshop 
at the University of 

Pennsylvania on the history of the book. 
She was invited to attend a seminar by the 
American Antiquarian Society in Worcester, 
Mass., as well as the Public Engagement and 
Material Culture Institute at UD. read more 
about Klaum on UDaily at www.udel.edu/
udaily/2010/aug/flowers081909.html. 

Kathleen Miller won a University 
Graduate Fellows Award for the 2009-10 
academic year. Awards are competitive and 
are based on academic achievement and 
professional commitment and potential.

publicAtions for 2009

Hannah Eagleson’s article, “The Texture 
of Time,” was accepted for publication 
in Renaissance and Reformation/
Renaissance et Reforme. The essay 
explores the relationship between theol-
ogy, time, and material text in George 
Herbert’s poetry and other early modern 
texts.  Hannah won a Summer research 
Fellowship last year from our graduate 
program and used the time to work on this 
piece, which is part of her dissertation.

Marina Fedosik successfully defended her 
dissertation in April.  The dissertation is 
entitled, “representations of Transnational 
Adoption in Contemporary American 
Literature and Film,” and was directed by 
Jeanne Pfaelzer and Peter Feng. 

Christine Bayles Kortsch (Ph.D. 2006) 
is an Assistant Professor of English (tenure-
track) at Eastern University in St. Davids, 
PA. She has a monographs coming out this 
November: Dress Culture in Late Victorian 
Women’s Fiction: Literacy, Textiles, and 
Activism (Ashgate Press, 2009). This is her 
revised dissertation, which she completed 
under the direction of Ann Ardis and 
Margaret Stetz. You can read more about 
it here: www.ashgate.com.She also has an 
essay coming out in November, in a collec-
tion on a late-victorian author named Mary 
Cholmondeley. Her essay is titled “Writing 
Women: Narration and Literary Culture in 
the Short Fiction” and will appear in Mary 
Cholmondeley Reconsidered, eds. Carolyn 
Oulton and SueAnn Schatz (Pickering & 
Chatto, 2009): www.pickeringchatto.com/.

Kathleen Miller’s article, “ ‘Well that is 
beautiful, Miss Jane!’: Jane Eyre and the 
Creation of the Female Artist” was accepted 
by Bronte Studies. In addition, she had an 
article accepted in the children’s litera-
ture journal, The Lion and the Unicorn.  
The piece is called “Haunted Heroines: 
The Gothic Imagination and the Female 
Bildungsromanae of Jane Austen, Charlotte 
Brontë and L.M. Montgomery.” Finally, 
Kathleen had an article accepted by the 
children’s literature journal, The Looking 
Glass. The piece is called “revisiting Anne 
of Green Gables and Her Creator” and came 
out this summer.

Derek van Bever (B.A. 1979, M.A. 1981) 
has recently published Stall Points: Most 
Companies Stop Growing--Yours Doesn’t 

Have To, an analysis of the incidence, costs 
and causes of growth stalls in large compa-
nies [ISBN: 978-0-300-13687-6], available 
through Amazon and larger booksellers.  
He also co-authored the Harvard Business 
review article, “When Growth Stalls,” 
which provides a précis of the argument of 
the book and which received the review’s 
prestigious McKinsey Award, awarded annu-
ally to the most influential article appearing 
in the journal. He is also finishing his 
master’s at Harvard Divinity School this year.

Job plAcements for 2009

Dr. Darin E. Fields (MA 1989, PhD 1992) 
named vice President for Academic Affairs 
at Bethany College on February 16, 2009.

Bob Klevay (MA 2002, PhD 2009) 
accepted a tenure-track job teaching 
American literature and composition at 
Auburn University, Montgomery.

Allison Thibert-Bragg accepted an as-
sistant professor position in English at Cecil 
College teaching both writing and British 
Literature courses.

unDerGrADuAte proGrAm
current & Alumni neWs

Daniel Dorfman, who took Professor 
Heidi Kaufman’s East End course last 
spring, had his essay “Journey to the City 
of Light” published in July/August 2009 
issue of BC The Magazine. He writes about 
a recent trip to India and the Ganges river. 
read the article online at BCMagazine.com, 
p. 77.

Irene A. Mosvold’s (BA 1990) short story, 
Standard of Care, is short listed in the 
Bill Naughton Short Story Competition in 
Ballyhaunis, Ireland. It will be published, 
along with the other stories, in the Splinters 
2009 Collection.

Allie Myers, who was on a competitive 
grant in the Honors Program for Summer 
Scholars, did very well at the end-of-
summer event, “The Arts, Humanities, 
Social Science, and CHEP In view,” in 
which all 60 Summer Scholars present 
their work, Prof. Elaine Safer reported.  
Myers won first place for the Humanities 
division, and her presentation was on the 
project for her Honors Thesis: “Jewish 
Stand-up Comedians and Their relation to 
Literature.”

Graduate student 
Alison Klaum with a 
print similar to those 
she is studying.
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Welcome New Faculty
by AnDrEW DEvlin  
AnD brittAny hArmon

siobhAn cArroll
Siobhan Carroll, 

a new Assistant 
Professor in the 
English department, 
specializes in 19th 
Century British 
Literature. She is 
currently teaching 
two classes—Texts 
in Time and the 

Survey of British Literature from the 18th 
through the 20th centuries.

Born and raised in vancouver, 
Canada, Professor Carroll earned her B.A. 
from the University of British Columbia. 
She also spent a portion of her life in 
Saudi Arabia. Living in both countries 
has shaped her interest in the politics of 
literature. Because “there wasn’t much 
available on English language television” 
in Saudi Arabia, said Professor Carroll, “I 
used to entertain myself by reading old 
books.”

Professor Carroll received her M.A. 
and Ph.D. from Indiana University in 
Bloomington. She joined the University 
of Delaware family this past September 
and is a great addition to our already 
esteemed faculty.

Presently, Professor Carroll is 
researching polar exploration and the 
history of climate change for a book 
on literature’s influence on the British 
Empire during the 19th century. 

christine 
cucciArre

Christine 
Cucciarre is one of 
our newest arrivals 
to the University 
of Delaware. As an 
Assistant Professor 
in the English 
Department, she 
focuses on rhetoric 

and composition. Currently, Professor 
Cucciarre is teaching two introductory 
English courses as well as a higher level 
expository writing class. “I can vividly 
remember my first class [at Colgate 

University], so I like to ask my [introduc-
tory] students if my class is their first,” 
she says.

As an Ohio native for the majority 
of her life, Cucciarre is excited to write 
a new chapter as a resident of Delaware. 
“I’ve never had to change my driver’s 
license before,” exclaimed professor 
Cucciarre.

Professor Cucciarre received 
her undergraduate degree at Colgate 
University, received her M.A. in poetry at 
Cleveland State University, and finished 
up at Bowling Green State University for 
her Ph. D.

cheryl blAnn
Cheryl Blann, 

a Dover, Delaware 
native, is the English 
department’s new 
Administrative 
Assistant. After 
twelve years 
with American 
International Group 
(AIG), Blann had a 

number of interesting jobs before finding 
her home at the University of Delaware 
in January 2004. She taught decorative 
painting for ten years for a number of 
organizations, including Boscov’s depart-
ment store. She also found time to earn 
her certificate in graphic arts from the 
Delaware College of Art and Design. 

As an Administrative Assistant, 
Blann is responsible for the under-
graduate course curriculum. She began 
working for her Bachelor’s degree at 
Wilmington College and is currently 
finishing up here at UD. As a fan of the 
performing arts, Blann frequents the 
roselle Center for the Performing Arts. 
She also enjoys dining at vita Nova, the 
restaurant above the Trabant University 
Center run by the students in the Hotel 
and restaurant Management major. 

Jill flynn 
by brittAny 
hArmon AnD 
AnDrEW DEvlin

Jill Ewing 
Flynn is an Assistant 
Professor of English 
Education, teaching 
English Language 
Arts methods 

courses and supervising student teach-
ers. Her research and teaching interests 
include critical literacy, multicultural lit-
erature, and culturally relevant pedagogy 
in school settings. 

After graduating with a B.A. 

in English and history from Duke 
University, she taught middle and high 
school English in a private setting. Over 
the next nine years, Flynn taught in a 
variety of other classroom settings, such 
as public, urban, and suburban schools. 
She earned permanent certification in 
New York state in 2003.

Flynn earned a Master’s degree in 
Secondary English Education from Pace 
University and later obtained her Ph.D. 
in Curriculum and Instruction within 
Literacy Education from the University of 
Minnesota.

In the spring, she will supervise 
12 of the 31 student teachers in English 
Education, visiting each of them and 
providing feedback. “Some informal 
evaluations will take place, but it’s more 
of a mentoring relationship,” Flynn said. 
“You try to encourage them and tell 
them all the good things they are doing.” 
While a graduate student at Minnesota, 
she also supervised student teachers, but 
said she learned a great deal through her 
mentors as well.

“I learned there’s no one right 
answer to teaching, there are many 
different ways to teach.” “If you think 
back in your own education,” Flynn says, 
“the teachers you liked best may not be 
the same teachers your friend liked best, 
so you have to have diversity within the 
teaching ranks in order to reach all the 
students.”

For her dissertation, Dr. Flynn 
conducted a year-long study of an eighth 
grade curriculum structured around dis-
cussions of racism. She chose this topic 
based on her observations and classroom 
experiences. Flynn wondered why there 
was segregation with students socially 
and what triggered this division. She 
believes public education is one of the 
places where social segregation should 
not be a factor.

Flynn has presented this research 
at several conferences as well as staff 
development workshops and graduate 
classes. Her most recent publication, co-
authored with Dr. Timothy Lensmire and 
Dr. Cynthia Lewis, is called “A Critical 
Pedagogy of race in Teacher Education: 
response and responsibility.” It appears 
as a chapter in Critical Pedagogy and 
Teacher Education in the Neoliberal Era: 
Small Openings. 

In Flynn’s free time, she enjoys 
exercising and doing yoga. She also loves 
watching Duke basketball and the New 
York Yankees with her young son and 
her husband John, assistant coach for 
Men’s Club rowing.

–continued on page 12
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DAWn fAllik
by brittAny 
hArmon AnD 
AnDrEW DEvlin

Dawn Fallik, an 
assistant professor 
at the university, 
teaches courses in 
beginning journal-
ism, advanced 

reporting, feature writing, critical 
writing, and medical reporting. Now as a 
permanent faculty member, Fallik brings 
over 20 years of daily reporting experi-
ence to her journalism students. 

Professor Fallik is a professional 
journalist who specializes in medical 
reporting and has an extensive back-
ground in database analysis. She has also 
won awards for investigative reporting, 
column writing, and environmental 
reporting.

Prior to joining the department, 
she worked as a staff writer for the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, the Associated 
Press, and the St. Louis-Dispatch. 
Although she left full-time reporting 
for full-time teaching, Fallik continues 
to cover medical issues for AArP 
Magazine and reports on trends for The 
Philadelphia Inquirer’s feature section. 
To add to her resume, Fallik acquired a 
position this past summer at the multi-
media desk for the Wall Street Journal. 

She is currently developing a 
multimedia project for winter break 
called, “My Favorite Story.” She will 
interview reporters and editors and have 
them read their personal favorite story. 
Then she will discuss the reporting and 
writing process that went into their story 
development. The goal of this project is 
to create a Web site that any journalism 
educator can use for reference. 

Dawn Fallik received her B.A. 
in journalism from the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison in 1992. In 2000, 
she received her M.A. in journalism at 
the University of Missouri in Columbia.

Originally a Japanese major as an 
undergraduate, she made a quick change 
to journalism. When she stepped into 
the newsroom at her first internship 
with the Washington Post, she knew she 
belonged in the field.

“There was so much energy and you 
really felt like you were part of a large 
community and that was addictive,” 
Fallik said. “That’s when I knew I was 
crazy enough to fit in here.”

While completing her graduate 
degree, she was asked to teach a journal-
ism class because she already had 10 
years of experience at this point. Fallik 
then found her niche for teaching and 
continued as an adjunct at University 
of Missouri at Columbia, Washington 
University in St. Louis, and Temple 
University in Philadelphia. 

After leaving the Philadelphia 
Inquirer to teach at the university, she 
admits she misses the energy in the 
newsroom, but does not miss the stress. 

“I worked at the Wall Street Journal 
during the summer and then I have 
academia, so I get the best of both 
worlds,” Fallik says. “I continually update 
my skills, like with multimedia, and then 
I can come back and teach students.”

Professor Fallik really likes watching 
students “get it,” she said. From watch-
ing their first interview to reading their 
article in a prominent publication years 
later, this is what keeps her enjoying the 
profession, she said. Her personal tip for 
aspiring journalists, write about some-
thing that you are really interested in 
even though some times it takes a while 
to figure out what that interest is. Having 
someone critique your work every day is 
something you get used to, but it’s always 
a learning process. 

“It’s always interesting, but it never 
really gets easy,” Fallik said.

In Professor Fallik’s spare time, she 
enjoys kayaking on the Delaware river 
and is currently taking a sewing class, 
but admits she has learned that she is not 
the domestic type. 

DonnA West
by brittAny 
hArmon AnD 
AnDrEW DEvlin

Donna West 
joined the depart-
ment in fall of  
2008 as the new 
administrative 
assistant. Working 

closely with both the department chair 
and faculty, she is known as the “woman 
of many hats.” For West, “Every day is 
a new adventure filled with an array of 
responsibilities.”

Among her many responsibilities, 
West as office administrator is in charge 
of department events, activities, archives, 
and elections. She also records minutes 
for the department and executive 
committee meetings. Currently, she is 
conducting and managing new faculty 
searches. This entails organizing ap-
plications and working with potential 
candidates who are brought to campus 
for interviews.

West came to the university after 15 
years as a secretary with DuPont and four 
years as an administrative assistant at 
St. Cloud State University in Minnesota. 
When she no longer wanted to work in 
the private sector, she found UD to be 
her home away from home. West grew 
up in Delaware, but never imagined 
working with such a large community or 
with such a great group of people. 

In addition to all of the administra-
tive tasks for the department, she is also 
a matriculated student in the Human 
Services Undergraduate Degree Program. 
Currently taking a course in Foundations 
in Family Studies, she hopes to complete 
her degree within the next five years. 
Once she graduates, West intends to stay 
with the university, but hopes to work 
with students, possibly in a supportive 
role as advisor.

“It’s great to take a lunch break 
for my 11:15 a.m. class, then go back to 
work,” West said. “The staff couldn’t be 
more supportive.” Occasionally, she also 
bumps into her 18-year-old son, a fresh-
man, on campus. “Oh, that’s strange,” she 
jokes.

During this first year in her new 
administrative position, West says that 
she enjoyed planning the “Shakespeare 
First: A Celebration of the Arts” event 
the most. The event features a lecture, 
reception, and concert. 

“It was like planning a wedding,” 
she said. With this experience, she feels 
she’s now ready to take on any event. 

neW fAculty
continued from page 11

She is currently developing a multimedia project for winter 
break called, “My Favorite Story.” She will interview reporters 
and editors and have them read their personal favorite story. 
Then she will discuss the reporting and writing process that 
went into their story development. 
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Alumni retrospective

Making it Work with 
Your English Degree

by mEgAn PEttingill AnD  
Alyson KUritZKy

Graduating from college is excit-
ing, but it can also be disarming, Kate 
O’Connor suggests. “Within a short 
period, I’d finished my Ph.D. in English 
and left university life, gotten married, 
changed my name, and started this 
marketing job. No one knew how I’d 
spent the last 6-8 years of my life. It 
was like entering the witness protec-
tion program.”

After receiving her Bachelor’s de-
gree from Loyola College in Maryland 
in 1987, Kate continued her educa-
tion, earning a Master’s degree at the 
University of Delaware and in 1995 a 
Ph.D. from the University of Maryland. 

When asked what she found most 
difficult after graduation from Loyola, 
Kate told us that “the hardest part 
of finishing college (undergraduate) 

for me wasn’t after graduation, it was 
before, when friends in fields like 
computer science, accounting, and 
psychology were lining up ‘real’ jobs, 
and I was still trying to figure out 
the next step. All I knew I was good 
at was being a student, and I knew I 
wasn’t ready for a regular job, which 
is why I ended up in grad school--that 
and having professors push me in that 
direction.”

Kate acknowledges that this 
wasn’t perhaps the best reason to pur-
sue her education, but what student 
hasn’t had that momentary panic? As 
the economy falters and unemploy-
ment rates rise, graduating seniors can 
appreciate Kate’s reasons for staying in 
school.

Once she received her Ph.D., she 
considered teaching (a fallback for 
many English majors), but decided to 
steer away from a career in academia. 
Instead, she got an assignment at a 
start-up technology company called 
Yurie Systems. When they realized she 
could edit and write, Kate was work-
ing “for the marketing department, for 
the CEO, and for Human resources.” 
Before she knew it, Kate had landed 
a job in marketing communications—
without a single business course on 
her transcripts.

As Kate’s experience proves, a 
strong background in English remains 
a solid foundation for many careers. 
At Yurie, her responsibilities included 
“managing the company’s presence 
at trade shows, working with outside 
vendors to develop the company’s 
Web site, trade show booth, printed 
collateral, advertising campaigns, and 
marketing videos, as well as writing 
and editing brochures, technical docu-
ments, Web content, annual reports, 
newsletters, and press releases.” 

All those writing skills came in 
handy. As Kate recalls, “I was using 
skills I’d developed as an English major 
and grad student—the research, the 
selection and organization of key ideas, 
the writing, the analysis of target 
audience. Sure, at first the content [of 
the Yurie Systems job] was completely 
foreign to me, but those basic skills 
went a long way.”

Now, Kate works at home doing 

freelance. She and her husband Steve, 
whom she met at UD and who works 
as the Communications Director for 
DAI, have adopted two little girls from 
China. The first was Frances in 2002, 
and then Sarah in 2007. 

Kate gushes about her daughters, 
saying that Frances is “bright and 
compassionate and loves to read, write 
stories, draw cartoons, and spend time 
with her friends,” while Sarah is “silly 
and affectionate; likes to draw, dress 
up, and take care of baby dolls; and 
is torn between wanting to be babied 
herself and wanting to keep up with 
her big sister.”

With two young children, Kate 
has learned to balance working and 
raising a family. She admits that “the 
balancing still takes effort, and when 
one of the girls gets sick, my plans to 
work that day (or week) go out the 
window.” And although she has sac-
rificed financially, Kate says that she 
has been able to “keep a hand in the 
working world and maintain contacts 
that could help later.” 

As for what she missed most 
about the University of Delaware when 
she went to Maryland for her Ph.D., 
Kate answers that it was the library. “I 
didn’t realize at the time just how good 
I’d had it.” She adds that her nephew 
is a freshman here at UD and that she 
“env[ies] him the four years he has 
ahead of him.” 

Kate’s career at the University of 
Delaware was short, but she acquired 
many of the writing, research, and 
critical thinking 
skills that she 
puts into her 
work today. And 
she met her 
future husband 
at Delaware. It’s 
a sweet story 
of success that 
gives English 
majors a fresh 
perspective on 
their approaching 
futures.
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Thank You
The Department of English recognizes 
with grateful appreciation the generosity 
of the following alumni and friends who 
contributed gifts between November 1, 
2008 and September 30, 3009.

Ms. Laura C. Antal
Dr. Walter J. Asonevich
Ms. Kathleen C. Aspin
Mr. and Mrs. robert B. Ault, Jr.
Mrs. victoria C. Baker
Mr. Stephen N. van Order and  

Ms. Anne H. Barney
Mrs. Jo Anne B. Barnhart
Mr. Dwayne L. Baron
Dr. Beverley v. Baxter
Mr. Steven D. Becker
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence B. Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Benvenuto
Mr. Keith E. Bergstrom
Mrs. Gina M. Bowman
Mr. Eric B. Brittingham
Dr. Arthur K. Brown III and  

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Brown
Dr. David J. Buehrer
Mrs. rebecca P.  Button
Dr. and Mrs. G. Creston Campbell
Mr. Carl H. Pforzheimer III
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Carlozzi
Dr. and Mrs. r. Wayne Carmean
Dr. and Mrs. John James Chabalko
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Chin
Mrs. Barbara Z. Christensen
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Christopher, Jr.
Mrs. Sharon B. Clark
Mrs. Betty H. Cornwall
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick L. Cottrell, Jr.
Dr.robert E. Crafton and  

Mrs. Phyllis r. Crafton
Ms. rosemary Sannini-Crawford and  

Mr. Charles P. Crawford
Dr. Mark W. Cronin and  

Dr. Meoghan Byrne Cronin
William A. Curry, Esq. and Mrs. Susan r. Curry
Dr. and Mrs. Dady B. Dadyburjor
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Daly
Mr.  David P. Deely and Mrs. Suzanne C. Deely
Ms. Dianne M. Del Giorno
Julie A. Demgen
Mrs. Doris Derickson

Mr. and Mrs. vincent v. DeSomma
Mr. Lawrence D. Dignan and  

Ms. Jill A. Laurinaitis
Dr. Peter J. Drewniany
Dr. Maryanne Felter
Margaret M. Florenzo, Esq. and  

Mr. David B. Florenzo
Mrs. Teresa C. Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Edward v. Garlich, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Giordano
Mrs. Dana Gold
Julie E. Goodwin, Esq.
Mr. James J. Grant and  

Ms. Patricia Butler Grant
Mrs. Denise Grega
Dr. Mary Jane Strattner Gregory and  

Mr. Arthur J. Gregory
Mr. and Mrs. Starke J. Gregory
Mr. Gary L. Schoen and Mrs. Andrea 

Gregory-Schoen
Dr. Patricia A. Greiner
Ms. Christine L. Grogan
Mrs. Sandra L. Gross
Dr. J. Leon Halio and Dr. Diane S. Isaacs
Mr. Norbert A. Halloran
Dr. Douglas Haneline
Ms. Amy L. Harbst
Mrs. Judith M. Harper
Mrs. Lilianne v. Hastings
Mrs. Mary D. Hinkle
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick D. Horn
Ms. J. Elizabeth Horsey
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Hubbs
Mr. and Mrs. James P.  Hughes, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. W. Kyle Irwin
Dr. Linda v. Itzoe
Dr. and Mrs. James P.  Jaques
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Jervis
Miss Karen L. Jessee
Dr. W. Arnold Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew H. Joseph
Mr. richard S. Kaplan
Mitchell A. Karman, Esq.
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Kaufmann
Mr. William Kaye Iv
Dr. Maryellen v. Keefe
Ms. Erica M. Komorosky
Dr. Maureen J. Ladd and Mr. richard W. Ladd
Dr. William r. Latham III and  

Dr. Helen Bowers
Mrs. Dana rose Lawlor
Mr. Michael J. Lewis

Mrs. Joyce Wakefield Lindsay
Mrs. Janine Sullivan Love
Dr. Leslie S. March
Dr. and Mrs. Michael A. Marinelli
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Markos
Mr. Nicholas Mastrocinque, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John T. McClain
Ms. Lindsay r. McConnell
Mrs. M. Jane McCurry
Ms. Karen C. McFadden
Shelley J. Mcvicker, Esq.
Dr. and Mrs. Donald C. Mell, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gabriel r. Micchelli
Mr. James L. Miller and Ms. Lyn B. Arnold
Mrs. Sherry G. Miloscia
Mrs. Alison A. Morse
Dr. Judith M. Mulcahy-Hansen
Dr. Edward A. Nickerson
Mr. Thomas F. O’Shea and  

Mrs. Margaret B. O’Brien
Mr. and Mrs. David r. Palombi
Dr. Shiela E. Pardee
Dr. Thomas Harry Pauly
Mr. and Mrs. Justin A. Post
Dr. Lois D. Potter
Mr. Kenneth J. reckford and  

Ms. Charlotte Orth
Dr. Charles E. reilly
Ms. Kathleen Copson richard
Mr. and Mrs. Derrick richardson
Dr. Andrew Bushko and Dr. Elnora M. rigik
Dr. and Mrs. Charles E. robinson
Ms. Barbara D. robleto
Ms. Krista A. roessler
Mr. Stephen C. rubenstein
Ms. Nicole A. Sarrubbo
Mrs. Martina Scarone
Mr. randolph B. Schiller
Dr. Karen N. Schramm
Ms. Mary r. Seelaus
Dr. Michael r. Seidl and Ms. Lisa L. Lock
Dr. Evan S. Seymour
Mrs. Marie L. Shock
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Sisk
Mrs. Carol A. Smith
Dr. Molly E. Smith and Mr. Duane H. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph v. Smolko, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Sonntag
Mr. Theodore D. Spiker and  

Mrs. Elizabeth J. Spiker
Mr. Michael r. Stacey
Mr. William A. Stephany
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Dr. Chuck Stone
Mrs. Linda A. Strong
Dr. Susan H. Swetnam
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Tate, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. D. russell Tatman
Mr. Wiley v. Taylor, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Archibald Tse
Ms. Janet vermehren-Shepler
Dr. Barbara C. Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Wallace, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy S. Weissenburger
Mrs. Christine S. White
Mrs. Audrey J. Williamson
Dr. and Mrs. Donald E. Woodmansee
Mrs. Diana M. Young
Dr. renee L. Young and Mr. H. David Young
Ms. Carolyn A. Zsoldos

The Department of English also 
recognizes with grateful appreciation the 
generosity of the following companies 
and organizations that matched or 
contributed gifts from November 1, 2008 
to September 30, 2009:
Accenture Foundation, Inc.
The American Gift Fund
The Carl and Lily Pforzheimer Foundation
Chevron Corporation
Community Foundation of Southeastern 

Connecticut
Freddie Mac Foundation
Gannett Foundation
General Electric Foundation
The Joseph L. Kaplan Family Foundation
The New York Times Co. Foundation, Inc.
The vanguard Group Foundation
Writing Solutions LLC

We want to recognize your 
contributions. If we have made an error 
in the listing of your name, please let us 
know by e-mailing us at english@udel.
edu or calling 302.831.1974

Department  
Speaker Series

The Department of English proudly 
presents its yearly Speakers Series, with the 
following events upcoming in the Spring 2010 
semester: 

viet Dinh  februAry 23
Born in viet Nam, with an MFA in writing 
from The University of Houston, viet Dinh 
teaches in the University of Delaware English 
Department. He has been awarded an NEA 
Fellowship in Poetry and his fiction appears in 
The O. Henry Prize Stories, 2009. 

mAnuel luis mArtinez  mArch 18
Manuel Martinez is the author of two novels, 
Crossing and Drift. Crossing was selected as 
one of the ten best books by a writer of color 
in 1999 by the PEN American Center and 
Drift was selected by the American Library 
Association as one of the 100 Best Books of 
the Year in 2004. His third novel, Day of the 
Dead, will be published by Floricanto Press 
Fall 2009.  Martinez currently teaches creative 
writing and English at Ohio State University.

erinn bAtykefer, cAesurA 
AWArDs reADinG  April 22
A 2004 graduate of the University of Delaware 
Creative Writing Concentration, Erinn was a 
Fellow at the Stadler Poetry Center at Bucknell 
University. In 2008 she won a prestigious 
first book prize for her collection, Allegheny, 
Monongahela.

billy roche  April 29
Billy roche is an actor and musician, as well as 
the author of eight plays, three film scripts, a 
novel, and a recent collection of short stories: 
Tales from Rainwater Pond. During his visit 
to Delaware he will perform two of those short 
stories as dramatic monologues—and our own 
rEP company will offer a studio reading of one 
of roche’s plays.

Gibbons ruArk  mAy 6
Gib’s poems have appeared in magazines like 
Ploughshares, The New Republic, The New 
Yorker, and Poetry. Among his awards are 
three Poetry Fellowships from the National 
Endowment for the Arts and a Pushcart Prize. 
Gib taught at Delaware for over 30 years.
The Speakers Series is supported by gifts 
from alumni and friends of the Department 
of English. All events are free and open to the 
public. For more information, including times 
and locations to be announced, contact the 
department at 302-831-2361 or view the Events 
Calendar at www.english.udel.edu.

We are grateful 
for your support!

Many generous alumni designate 
their annual University giving to the 
English Department. We are grateful for 
your donations, which support student 
research projects and other English 
Department programs, such as stipends 
and travel expenses for graduate students 
to attend conferences and present papers.

The publication of Caesura, the 
University’s only literary magazine, and 
the annual Caesura reading (a guest poet 
or novelist reads from his/her own works 
and also announces the Department’s an-
nual writing awards), is funded by alumni 
and also supported by the Elda Wolleager 
Gregory family. In addition, alumni funds 
support Sigma Tau Delta (English Honor 
Society) events, class trips to plays, and 
many other projects and programs.

If you would like to support the 
Department, you can designate your 
giving when responding to any of the 
University fundraising efforts, or you can 
send a check (payable to the University 
of Delaware) to the Gifts Processing 
Office, 122 Hullihen Hall, University of 
Delaware, Newark, DE 19716. When mail-
ing checks, please write “Department of 
English and the program” (e.g. under-
graduate student research) on the check’s 
memo line. We appreciate all donations 
— from the $1000-levels to the smallest 
amounts. Since there are over 6,000 
English alumni, the $10 and $25 gifts do 
add up.

Thank you for your support and 
continued interest in the University of 
Delaware Department of English!
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Frankenstein, and it’s attractive in that 
way,” robinson said. 

An interesting spin on The Original 
Frankenstein is robinson’s electronic 
version of the story released in October 
2008. For this unique version, available 
to read on any eBook reader, robinson 
added 100 pages of filmography refer-
ences and notes, illustrations, and an 
essay on how to read Frankenstein. Also 
new with this text was the experience 
that came with it, “I have never done a 
book launch before,” robinson said. “It 
was fun.” Traveling to Oxford, robinson 
was interviewed by the Today Show on 
BBC radio and BBC radio Oxford. He 
also delivered a major lecture, where 
he was introduced by Brian Aldiss, the 
science fiction writer responsible for the 
novel Frankenstein Unbound.

Besides teaching undergraduate 
and graduate students at UD, Professor 
robinson provides special lectures 
for local high schools as well. He has 

spotliGht on the DepArtment
continued from page 7

lectured on an array of subjects sur-
rounding Frankenstein, including giving 
the Keynote Address at the Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Consortium for Higher 
Education (SEPCHE) conference in May 
2009 on Frankenstein and technology 
in the digital age. robinson has received 
offbeat interpretations at some of these 
lectures, increasing his interest in the 
novel. “I’d like to keep my hand in 
Frankenstein,” he says although he is 
currently working on a life-long project 
of collecting the 1,000 plus letters of 
romantics publisher Charles Ollier, 
which he hopes to title The Life and 
Letters of Charles Ollier.

“Teaching Frankenstein is great 
fun. I love this, I think this is neat,” says 
robinson enthusiastically. Professor 
robinson is certainly, as he modestly 
calls himself, a “Frankenstein ex-
pert.” His pursuit of knowledge about 
Frankenstein has created not only a 
monster success with students of the 
romantic novel, but an entirely new 
perspective on a captivating piece of 
literature as well. 

two new books. One will help people 
determine a career path, and the other 
will be a collection of the many blogs 
they have developed for the Huffington 
Post, which addresses various business 
issues.

Whelan is the “go to guy” if you 
find yourself in a struggle. He has been 
quoted in USA Today, The Wall Street 
Journal and Fortune magazine. Check 
out his book, Goal!, his Huffington Post 
blog, or send him a direct e-mail. With 
guidance from Whelan Stone, you too 
can reach your goal.

Alumni Accomplishments:
freD WhelAn
continued from page 1


