
Q: What role will copyediting—and/or possibly other kinds of editing—play in your 

professional life? Will you be primarily a writer whose work is edited, primarily an editor 

working on other people’s writing, or perhaps a combination of the two? How will you 

personally need to prepare to assume this role or these roles?  

My time as an undergraduate was well spent in English classes: writing papers, editing 

for the English department’s creative writing magazine, analyzing texts. I was consumed with 

everything and anything that allowed me to play with words. One year ago I graduated from 

University of Delaware; I quickly found out once I graduated how ingrained editing and writing 

is in who I am: a few months into my new job as an archivist, I was stir crazy to get any form of 

editing into my daily activities. Deviations, corporate emails, archive reminders—I grasped any 

opportunity that tied into my previous life as an undergraduate. I jumped into church activities—

even writing blurbs for the church bulletin about the youth group was inviting compared to 

having nothing to no writing at all. To say I had a hard time transitioning to post-student life 

might be the biggest understatement I’ve heard.   

 Editing is going to play a huge role in my professional life. In the words of Ursula the 

sea witch from The Little Mermaid, “It’s what I do. It’s what I live for.” Editing is an important 

part of my working life, but unfortunately, is not the main focus. I am bound and determined to 

change that. In between my days as an archivist, I have found respite as a contract editor for the 

Jack Miller Center. The most exciting part of this position: this past week I was given complete 

editorial independence. Considering my father is the vice president of communications for the 

organization, I am very pleased that I no longer have to go through him for editorial decisions. I 

take that as evidence that I am doing something right.  

I have no idea what my primary position in editorial work will be. Of the many things I 

have learned as New England College student, the most important is that opportunities are 

unlimited if one has confidence. A while back I never would have even believed I would be in 

graduate school—now I am flourishing, and improving both my writing and editing skills. A few 

years ago, when I discovered my passion for editing, I ran hard and fast with my skills because I 

knew I was capable of providing good work.  The more I write, though, the more I feel that if I 

stay strictly as an editor I may be boxing myself into a position that limits what I can achieve 

with the written word. Who knows? Maybe a book will happen in the future.  

Practice, practice, practice. To improve my editorial and writing skills, I hope to spend 

many hours with the written word in various contexts. University of Delaware professional 

writing professors emphasized the wide range their students have because good writers and 

editors are needed in a variety of professions. I have spent a lot of time with literary and 

scholarly texts; next up, perhaps some mathematical or scientific ones. Numbers are not my 

strong suit—I’d like to get more practice in areas in I am uncomfortable with. In addition, I 

would love to spend more time writing, so I gain a stronger feel for how language works for 

different audiences.  



 


