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PW 5020 Assignment 1: Assessing the Job 

 

Here are excerpts of different manuscripts. Directions: 

 

 Do not make any editorial changes for this assignment. 

 

 Instead, read each passage and under it list several questions that you would need to ask 

your managing editor or supervisor before you began editing. Please ask these questions 

under each paragraph, phrasing them as if you were asking your managing editor directly 

about these editing projects.  

 

 Pages 13–15 in Einsohn should be helpful to you, but I’d like to see you tailor these 

questions to the specific passages below. (For example, “How much technical training 

will the audience have?” would be more specific to the third example than “Who is the 

audience?”) 

 

2. Thus we arrive at the means of integration with these identity management systems: 

infrastructure 2.0. APIs, service-enabled SDKs, service-oriented infrastructure. Whatever you 

prefer to call these components it is the ability to integrate and programmatically control 

infrastructure components from a more holistic identity management system that enables the 

automation of processes designed to provision, manage, and ultimately revoke access to critical 

infrastructure components. Without the ability to integrate these systems, it becomes necessary to 

rely on more traditional, old-skool methods of management involving secure shell access and 

remote scripts that may or may not themselves be a source of potential compromise. 

 

 Marisa's Questions: 

1) Are there preferred editorial and in-house style guides I should follow? 
 

2) What are your expectations for my work on this project?  

    A) What is the turn-around time for the first pass? 
    B) Should I have previous knowledge of the manuscript's subject? 
   

 3) What level of editing are you expecting on this manuscript? 

    A) Am I strictly proofing the document or may I query the content? 
    B) Will my editing be confined to budget or production issues? 
    C) Is the document expected to remain a certain length? 
    D) What method (hard copy or on screen) is preferred for editing? 
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  4) Will the manuscript contain graphics?  

  5) Who is the author of this manuscript? 

   A) Does he/she have knowledge of the English language?  

   B) Does he/she have experience in publishing a manuscript? 
   
   C) Is he/she experienced in the subject matter? 
   
   D) What messages does the author hope to convey through the finished product?  

   E) What is the intended publication for this manuscript? 

6) Is the author writing for a certain audience? 

 A) How much previous knowledge of the subject does the author expect the audience to have before 
reading this manuscript?  
   
B) Does the author want to keep technical language or is he/she hoping for their audience to read in 
plain language? 
 
C) Is the manuscript stand-alone or part of a series? Will the audience be able to read this manuscript 

without reading anything else on the subject?  
   
D) Should a reader with no knowledge of the material be able to read the manuscript? 
   

7) Whom should I contact with editorial questions? 

  

  

  

  

 


